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Introduction
The Brooklyn Dodgers was an American basketball team. The team was active between the years 1884 to 1957. After that, Dodgers, before moving to Los Angeles where it acquired a name and operated as Los Angeles Dodgers. The name was derived from the character of the residents whose skills at evading the city’s trolley streetcar network was commendable. The team’s name derived from the reputed skill of Brooklyn residents at evading the city’s trolley streetcar network. In 1895, the team played at Eastern Park now called Pitkin Avenue where they heard moved in 1891 after the burning of Washing Park (Golenbock, & Dickson, 2010). This paper tells the story of Brooklyn Dodgers for use as a basis of philosophical discussion. The discussion touches on the conundrum of modern sports that despite emotional and fiscal support investment these are private entities controlling their own destinies.
The Dodgers History
The origin of Dodgers goes back for more than one hundred years ago to Brooklyn even though today they are called Los Angeles Dodgers. The team has gone through a series of name changes. Original formation took place in 1883 as Brooklyn Atlantics having taken over a name of a team that heard played in Brooklyn before them. Before joining the National League in 1890, the team heard joined American Association in 1884. They won the AA championship in 1889. The nickname Brooklyn Trolley Dodgers which emerged in 1885 was because of the busy streets surrounding where they played and dodging of electrified trolley cars in the New York City. Its fans gave the name. The team also adopted other names such as the Grooms, the Bridegrooms and Robins. These names were given by the fans and the newspaper writers even though most of them were never adopted by the team (Golenbock & Dickson, 2010).
The word Dodgers appeared on their jerseys in 1932. A year after, the name was both on home and road jerseys. The most famous of Dodgers stories include Jackie Robinson’s who was a black player. For a better half of the 20th century, most of the major baseball teams were never willing to allow black players. Most of the Negro players were denied a chance to display their skills before a national audience. The team, therefore, allowed in Robinson as the first African-American to play such a major league baseball in the 20th century on April 15, 1947, as a member of Brooklyn Dodgers. The general manager Rickey perpetuated the entry as a result of his moral motivation arising from being a member of the Methodist church which had strong advocacy for social justice. After getting a majority ownership of the Dodgers in 1950, which he acquired through the purchase of shares from the co-founder Rickey. Walter was given a site in Flushing Meadows, Queens which then became the location of Shea Stadium, the home to NY Mets (Langill, 2012). The team was moved to Los Angeles in 1958.
Achievements
Brooklyn got into the National League in 1890 with a lot of force winning the championship with 86-43 record. After which, the team went further to win 21 other games in a period of 100 years. Dodgers was renamed Bridegroom when about seven members of the team got married in 1888 almost the same period. The popularity of the team earned it more names from the fans who would name it according to the happenings or the skills displayed. The team was amongst the early ones to introduce baseball in Brooklyn which earned it a lot of reputation having a team as early as 1849. Through Charles Byrne, who was the president of Brooklyn club, Dodgers moved into American Association building a Park on the same site where George Washington’s Army fought the battle of Long-Island. They later won the 1889 pennant. Hanlon joining Dodgers from Baltimore was a great achievement due to the many stars who joined the team. Amongst them Hughie Jennings and Joe Kelley (Langill, 2012).
Keeler heard a great bat control. He compiled 345 batting being fifth best all-time in baseball. Other starts also included pitcher William who won 176 games and pitcher Tom Lovett, who heard 30 games winning in 1890 which was a 30-win record in one season. Dodgers were a clear evidence that building a team of champions is something possible. Most of the people they brought on board were individuals who knew what they were doing. When Andrew Friedman replaced Ned Colletti, the team managed to win a nine-season run including all of its six of the franchises winning seasons (Reed, 2010). The team enjoyed a pool of professionals such as Farhan Zaidi, who was a graduate from MIT. The resources invested in Dodgers made them experience high levels of growth. This was especially in terms of payroll which made them experience tremendous growth. The Dodgers had great talent picks which always placed them at the upper hand. For instance, Clayton Kershaw, who was the number seven pick in 2006, might probably get into the class of the best pitchers in basketball history (Reed, 2010).
How We Lost Brooklyn
Dodgers' main challenge was in leadership. Even with success associated with Bridegroom branding, McGunnigle was replaced in a one-year period. Furthermore, in a decade, six different managers heard been employed which made the team to lose consistency. Amongst them is Dave Foutz who was a manager between the years1893 and 1896 and William Barnie in 1897-1898. After moving to Los Angeles, they lost ten games in a row and 15 of 16 and have therefore remained at a standstill since their appearance in their first world series in 1988. The demotion of Joc Pederson was amongst the mistake in decision making after Met’s grandson replaced Joc. Optimization of rules to accommodate 40 players rather than the usual 25 might have worked against the team (Krell, 2015). With such a large number of Dodgers, coordination in the team was affected.
The Brooklyn Dodgers faced disappointment through the seven-game championship series in the hands of St. Louis Cardinals in 2006. Out of 17 games with a high expectation to win, the team which had been one of the best lost 12 games thus losing the crown to Philadelphia Phillies. The loss was a disaster and a scar which was predicted as everlasting. Even after a win of 89 games in 2008 and finishing second, the losing has remained the order of the day. The fallout from 2007 cost the team a chance at a world series whose effects on the franchise were more than expected. Brooklyn Dodgers has now remained lower even with several attempts to alter the leadership and players in an effort to put their house in order (Krell, 2015).
Philosophical Discussion on the Conundrum of Modern Sports
Change of Location
[bookmark: _GoBack]Change of location with consideration of whether the supports are for the change or not. Modern sports do not consider whether the public should be considered in their relocation. For instance, Brooklyn Dodgers undergoes a lot of movements which in a big way might have affected those who were accustomed to watching them live in a particular known location. Dodgers moved to Los Angeles where it acquired a name and operated as Los Angeles Dodgers. Every change of venue always requires that the faithful fans have to adjust to the new changes associated with the same which has an implication on their emotional investment on the team (Tsiotsou, 2013). The team moved to Eastern Park in 1891 after the burning of Washing Park. Such changes in location affect individuals who are loyal to the team.
Failure by the co-owners to put into consideration the fans while effecting the movements is a clear show that they are only interested in their operations as a business entity aimed at profit maximization. In 1895, the team played at Eastern Park now called Pitkin Avenue where they heard moved in 1891 after the burning of Washing Park (Tsiotsou, 2013). Walter having acquired shares in Dodgers, he went further to obtain a site in Flushing Meadows Queens which then became the location of Shea Stadium. Even though Walter had resources which accorded him control over the team, such movements should be done in consideration of people who form part of the support force for the team, failure to which makes it a mere business entity.
Change of Stakeholders and Players
Players form a vital component of the team. Many people support teams because of particular players they love. Which then implies that any change effected in the team must happen in a strict consideration of members (Wu et al., 2012). For instance, when the team got Jackie Robinson on board, whose entry was facilitated by the general manager Rickey on the basis of being a member of the Methodist church which promoted social justice, the supporters of the team decreased significantly. This must have affected the loyalty and emotional attachment of some members who felt the move was wrong. Rickey needed to consider not just his religious orientation since there those who have no attachment to his religious views. With a team that was pulling support from all kinds of direction, the decision to allow a black American at the time when racism was at its peak needed a better consideration. The failure to do so was clear evidence that even though members attach a lot of emotions to the modern sports, they have no say when it comes to the changes both in ownership and players of a team. 
Even though the entry of stars such as Hughie Jennings and Joe Kelley was important for the positive shifts in terms of team performance, such entry would have been effected with consideration of those supporters of Brooklyn Dodgers. This is because the inception had a financial implication and since the public forms part of the source to such funding, they deserve a say in who is to come into the team and who is to leave. This is true since part of the failure in Dodgers was brought about by poor leadership. McGunnigle's replacement within a year after his success was evident to all was a slap in the face. Proper public involvement would have played a role in reducing such occurrence, but it is clear that modern sports have little to zero public participation even though the traffic or support developed by the public towards the team always determines the direction of the same teams (Wu et al., 2012). Replacement of individuals such as Joc Pederson makes the matters even clear proving how indeed these entities are aimed at promoting personal mission and vision with no public consideration at heart. 
No Public Consultation in Decisions Making
There are critical decisions which need a lot of consultation before making now that modern sports have a big following. At no point will owners involve the fans in making major decisions which leave the fans without any option but to accept the decisions made. Some attempts to give views for instance on who should play in the games always fall on deaf ears since those involved tend to ignore the plea from the public (Sloan, 2012). A team such as Dodgers underwent a lot of changes in its names without any consideration of the public opinions. Even after fans and newspaper writers tried to suggest names such as the Grooms, the Bridegrooms and Robins, their efforts never yielded anything.
Team identity is entirely a decision of the top management which denies the supporters a chance to express their support and strengthen their sense of belong to the team. Furthermore, the inception of individuals such as Jackie Robinson would have attracted a wide public involvement way before settling on the decision to do so. Therefore, the members of the public are left to wonder about without any say on the matters involving teams even when their emotions are highly involved. It should not be forgotten that some people have had to kill themselves when some of this teams lose which expresses the extent of their attachment even though the team management doesn't recognize such efforts. Even with some individuals going to the extent of funding some of the modern teams to ensure they meet their set goals, they have always been ignored in decision making. Moreover, some of the decisions made especially when the team is performing poorly have always left the supporters emotionally hurt due to the ignorance by those involved (Sloan, 2012). Many teams experience for instance a rapid change in leadership decisions which sometimes have ended up causing more harm than good. Some individuals who are brought on board have caused teams like Brooklyn Dodgers
No one Takes Responsibility for Failure
Modern sports attract a large public following, but there have been circumstances where some big teams and clubs have experienced failure with no one ready to take responsibility. Even with the full knowledge that the main issue resulting to Dodgers' failure was leadership, there were no attempts to hold anyone responsible which then brings out clear evidence that these teams are just private entities without consideration of the emotional attachments of supporters. Occurrences like replacement of well-performing players and other stakeholders would be investigated was the public interest placed into consideration (Sloan, 2012).  Furthermore, replacement of managers within a short period which has, in many circumstances, led to the collapse of consistency of service delivery is something common in modern sports brought about by the ignorance of the role of the public in the establishment of these entities. If this teams and League had the supporters at heart, then any slight tempering with their operation would attract a penalty due to the implications not just on the team and its stakeholders but also on the general public who support them.
Conclusion
In conclusion, it is indeed true that the story of Brooklyn Dodgers presents clear evidence that modern sports, despite the public investment of emotion and fiscal support are just private entities controlling their own destiny. The rise and fall of a team which was one of the best baseball team is a clear show of how deep this issue has become in the modern sporting world. It is clear that despite the emotional attachment of the public, decision making in most of these teams has remained in the hands of the owners, even though some of them have made poor decisions whose implications have affected the public to a large extent. Many sports teams have had to alter their locations without considering what it means to the public. With some people being close to the locations of these teams for association purposes, such rapid changes are a clear indication of how little public interest is considered. Furthermore, failures in these teams occur without consideration of holding anyone responsible. They go down and it is assumed as though a private entity has gone down. Even some supporters have had to die to show their love for such teams. This is therefore a proof that modern sports are just private entities controlling their own destinies. 
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